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Dear Friends!

On behalf of the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan, |
extend my warmest congratulations to the Association of
Koreans of Kazakhstan on its 35th anniversary!

This milestone carries special significance for our
entire nation.

It is symbolic that the Association’s anniversary
coincides with the 30th Anniversary of both the Assembly
of People of Kazakhstan and the Constitution of the
Republic of Kazakhstan.

Over the years, the Association has come a long way
in uniting ethnocultural organizations across all regions of
the country and today stands as one of the most prominent
and respected organizations in Kazakhstan. As an active
member of the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan, it
consistently implements dozens of social, educational,
charitable, and volunteer initiatives each year, all aimed
at strengthening national unity and harmony.

A vital mission of the Association remains the
preservation and promotion of national culture and
language, fostering intergenerational continuity,
developing youth movements, and supporting Korean
media and artistic groups — including the Republican State

Academic Korean Theater and the newspaper Koryo Ilbo.
The Assembly of People of Kazakhstan has always
supported, and will continue to support, the initiatives
and projects of the Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan,
which enrich the cultural diversity of our society.

This anniversary is a celebration for everyone whose
dedication, talent, and hard work have contributed to the
Association’s growth. It is a story of generations united
by love for their culture and loyalty to Kazakhstan. Your
achievements are living proof that the strength of our
country lies in its cultural diversity, mutual respect, and
shared creative effort.

From the bottom of our hearts, we wish the Association
of Koreans of Kazakhstan continued prosperity, ambitious
new projects, and the successful realization of all your
endeavors, while preserving the unique spirit of unity that
defines you. May your efforts continue to serve the cause
of peace and harmony, strengthening the foundation of our
common home — Independent Kazakhstan!

Sincerely,

Marat Azilkhanov

Deputy Chairman of the Assembly
of People of Kazakhstan
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Congratulatory Message from H.E. Cho Tae-ick,

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the Republic of Korea to the Republic of Kazakhstan,
on the 35th Anniversary of the Association of Koreans
of Kazakhstan

Dear members of the Association of Koreans of
Kazakhstan and compatriots!

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of
Korea and myself, | extend my heartfelt congratulations
on the 35th anniversary of the Association of Koreans of
Kazakhstan.

Since its foundation in 1990, the Association
has played a vital role in uniting and developing the
Korean community in Kazakhstan, engaging people of
all generations in all fields ranging from politics and
economics to culture. It stands as a shining example of
patriotism, unity, and solidarity.

The Government of the Republic of Korea highly values
the Association’s efforts over the past 35 years to represent the
interests of Kazakhstan’s 120,000-strong Korean diaspora. At
the same time, the Association has served as a living bridge
to the ancestral homeland, making a valuable contribution to
the strengthening of friendly relations between the Republic
of Korea and the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Since assuming my post as Ambassador in May
2023, I have had the privilege of witnessing firsthand the
Association’s active activities across Kazakhstan. | have
been honored to take part in its events that foster unity and
preserve the unique Korean culture.

This anniversary is not only a milestone for reflecting
on the path already traveled, but also a chance to lay a
solid foundation for even greater achievements in the
years ahead.

In this regard, I sincerely wish the Association every
success to the construction of the K-PARK cultural and
business center in the new city of Alatau. I am confident
that the center will become an excellent platform for the
Association’s future endeavors.

I sincerely hope that the Association of Koreans of
Kazakhstan will continue to contribute to the development
of the Korean community as an integral part of Kazakhstan’s
multiethnic society, while also maintaining its important role
as a “golden bridge” that deepens the bonds of friendship
between our two friendly countries.

For its part, the Embassy of the Republic of Korea will
continue to work closely with the Association in the spirit
of cooperation and partnership.

With all my heart, I wish all of you continued success,
prosperity, and good health!
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Dear compatriots, dear friends!

This year marks the 35th anniversary of the
Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan — a significant
milestone not only for our community but for the
entire multiethnic people of our country, of which
the korean community is an integral part. Established
in 1990, at the dawn of Kazakhstan’s independence,
our Association has grown and developed hand in
hand with our nation. | bow low to all those who
stood at its origins — they can rightfully be proud of
its achievements.

Over these years, thousands of people have found
their path through the Association. For many, it has
become an inseparable part of life; for some — a
successful launching pad; for others — a source of
strength, inspiration, and cultural enrichment. At
every stage, the Association has brought people
together and opened opportunities for growth.

The 35-year history of the Association is

inseparable from the history of our people.
Throughout this time, we have accomplished
much and contributed to the economic and cultural
development of Kazakhstan. As we celebrate this
milestone, we honor the memory of our ancestors,
reflect on the journey of Koreans on Kazakh soil, and
look confidently toward the future with new plans
and aspirations.

With deep respect and gratitude, | sincerely thank
everyone who has contributed to the development of
the Association, who has helped preserve and pass
on our cultural heritage, who has upheld our unity,
and who has represented the people of Kazakhstan
with dignity. | wish you all good health, happiness,
and prosperity!

With profound respect,
Yuri Tskhay

Chairman of the Association
of Koreans of Kazakhstan
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History of the Association of Koreans
of Kazakhstan

Ol o
B jor

(PAKKLLK) ;=

SHH RIS A

M} 7MY | 2

M EHMZHCE 1989 2+Of0

L- O A

rx#g
riot 1
oA g

=y
o
I
]
=]
M

rmn
0
>

b —

1o
S O
| g LR

o r2mo hure

ob =

ot 5o

A Jjm do -4
rO 3% [0 N Mooz rot ox ot

-

=

_—

S
=

gpd
o}
o3
=
—
=
=

—~ o

|ot
s

tot |

Chal A1p T7IXS AR 12 Q1 29E S35t
= 9,0 80| ZEE U, ez
St 2| E2|AH|X|(Xan T'ypuin boprcosuu)
W7t MEE| AL

The Republican Association of Korean
Cultural Centers of Kazakhstan (RAKCCK)
emerged at a turning point in history — on the
eve of the dissolution of the Soviet Union and
the proclamation of Kazakhstan’s sovereignty
and independence. In 1989, initiative groups
of the Korean community in Almaty and other
regional centers began establishing Korean
cultural centers. At that time, about 103,000
Koreans lived in Kazakhstan.

On March 17, 1990, the Founding Congress
of Koreans of Kazakhstan was held in Almaty,
where it was decided to establish the Republican
Association of Korean Cultural Centers of
Kazakhstan (RAKCCK). Professor Guriy Khan
was elected as the first president.

According to its charter, the Association
was created as a public organization uniting
Korean cultural centers and associations across
the country. It aimed to represent and promote
the political, economic, and cultural interests of
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the korean population in accordance with the
Constitution and laws of Kazakhstan. Later, the
organization was renamed the Association of
Koreans of Kazakhstan (AKK).

On March 1, 1995, on the initiative of the First
President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayeyv,
the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan was
established. RAKCCK played an active role in
the creation and ongoing work of this unique
institution, which serves as a consultative and
advisory body to the Head of State.

By 1994, Kazakhstan already had 18 regional,
4 city-level, 16 district-level, and dozens of
grassroots Korean cultural organizations.

The community takes special pride in the
Republican State Academic Korean Theater
and the newspaper Koryo Ilbo. These unique
institutions survived in large part thanks to
the support of the Association of Koreans of
Kazakhstan, which established a systematic
partnership with them.

From the very first generation of settlers,
Koreans have sought to express gratitude to
the kazakh people. This gratitude was not
just expressed in words but also enshrined in
memorials honoring the solidarity shown by
kazakhs, who, despite their own hardships,
extended a helping hand to koreans and other
deported peoples.



2 HAXQ HE|Z O|FO{X| L RUCt.

4
rg

omy f UM
rlo

ot

0

St
At =8| HRASt= A0 M
n cc =l

[n
mZ—_r

mn

H

!

ofA 250 HEAH
Of A0 20| 5=

ro
10 EIT
o2 n
L orjumo

n
Wry ©

1> In
o Mo mn
mo N

2012, FFAtS AEH 1240l go|o| FE 3}
of @ EH| Al RE A3 A0 2= ZH0|F
UZS0| 7hAts QIE0| A 2 F5t= ZAre] 7
Ho| T7H&F 23L& YA («Kasak xanKplHa

Ct. £9] J2{gt T=52a
a

In 2012, on the initiative of the Association
of Koreans of Kazakhstan (AKK), monuments
of gratitude titled “A Thousand Gratitudes to the
Kazakh People” («Ka3ak xaJIKbIHa MBIH aJIFBIC))
were unveiled in the cities of Ushtobe and Oral.
These memorials symbolize the enduring legacy
of Kazakhstan’s multiethnic harmony. Since
then, similar monuments have been erected
across many other regions. In 2027, to mark the
90th anniversary of the Korean resettlement in
Kazakhstan, a major gratitude memorial will be
inaugurated at the K-PARK cultural and business
complex.
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Prominent kazakhstani entrepreneurs have
made a major contribution to the development
of the Korean community movement, including:

Eduard Ogay — Patron, Chairman of the
Board of Directors JSC “Kazakhmys Copper”;

Wacheslav Kim — Patron, Chairman of the
Board of directors “Kaspi.kz”, Shareholder
“Alatau City Bank”;

Sergey Kan — Patron, Member of the Board
of Trustees AKK, Member of the Board of
Directors JSC “CAEC”;

Yuriy Pak — Patron, Member of the Board of
Directors “Lancaster Group”

With their support, the Association has grown
steadily, and their role is hard to overestimate.
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Presidents of the Association of Koreans
of Kazakhstan

Guriy Khan (1990-1995) — Under his
leadership, the Association established itself as
a socio-political organization.

Yuriy Tskhay (1995-2007) — During this
period, the Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan
brought together business leaders, cultural
figures, and public personalities, strengthened
its regional presence, and built a sustainable
economic base. In 2004, the Association opened
the Korean House.

Roman Kim (2007-2017) — The Association
became actively involved in nationwide initiatives
under the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan.
Its activities expanded beyond purely ethnic
concerns, and international ties and regional
networks were developed systematically.

Sergey Ogay (2017-2022) — Focused on
engaging younger generations in community
life. International cooperation deepened, with the
Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan serving as
a vital “bridge” between Kazakhstan and Korea.

Yuriy Shin (2022-2024) — Introduced new
mechanisms in public work, strengthened
relations with business and other organizations.

Yuriy Tskhay (since 2025) — Returned to
lead the Association during a crucial stage,
with major projects ahead, including the
construction of K-PARK and preparations for
the 90th anniversary of Koreans’ settlement in
Kazakhstan in 2027. Members of the Association
believe that his leadership is essential to mobilize
the necessary resources for these ambitious
goals.

Over the past 35 years, much has been
achieved, yet much remains to be done.
The Association’s core mission is to ensure
the development of Koreans in Kazakhstan
as an integral part of the nation, uniting
outstanding individuals, leaders, and the
entire Korean community.
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The history of the The Association of
Koreans in Astana dates back to October 1989,
when over a hundred representatives of the
local Korean community — including teachers,
doctors, students, civil servants, and others —
in Tselinograd. Together, they unanimously
supported the creation of a Korean cultural center.
This marked the birth of the Korean National
Cultural Center, which went on to become one
of the most active branches of the Association of
Koreans of Kazakhstan.

The first chairman of the organization was
Alexander Wongai. Leadership was later passed
on to Vasily Kim (1990), Wacheslav Lee (1995),
and Alexander Kim (2000). Since 2024, the
Association has been led by Yevgeny Tsoi. A
key contributor to the center’s development has
been Rosa Pak, the long-serving Deputy chair,
who has played a vital role in the organization’s
cultural, educational, and administrative efforts
over many years.

The Association’s main areas of focus
include cultural, educational, and youth-oriented
activities. A Sunday Korean language school,
established in 1993, continues to operate
successfully. The center also supports several
artistic groups, such as the Mison korean dance
ensemble (founded in 1994), the Chen-Ryu

vocal group, and the children’s choir Rodnichok.
Physical development is also emphasized through
chess tournaments, sports competitions, and youth
forums.

Another important focus is work with seniors.
The association runs a dedicated group called
Noin-dan, where elders and veterans actively
participate. The center regularly organizes
intergenerational gatherings, holiday events, and
cultural excursions.

The youth wing of the organization, formed in
2002, plays a crucial role as well. Young members
take part in project initiatives, competitions,
forums, and educational programs. Named
scholarships are also awarded to students who
are active participants in the community’s life.

The Association maintains strong ties with
both municipal and national institutions, fulfilling
public social contracts and taking part in cultural
and civic initiatives. Its annual events include
celebrations of Seollal, Chuseok, Family Day,
visits to historical landmarks, concerts, and
festivals.

Over the years, the Association of Koreans
in Astana has become a shining and enduring
example of community self-organization, cultural
preservation, and successful integration into the
multicultural fabric of the capital.
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The Korean Cultural Center of Almaty
was founded on June 21, 1989. It was later
renamed as the Almaty Korean National Center
(AKNC). Nearly a year before its official
founding, a dedicated initiative group led by
A. Hegai began developing the core mission
and goals of what was then an unprecedented
community organization. The group included
active members of the korean movement: P.A.
Pak Ir, V. Chen, Ya. Tsoi, A. Kim, I. Hwan, M.
Hwan, F. Kim, Yu. Kim, G. Khan, Kim Ok Ne,
Tsoi En Gyun, V. Kim, V. Ogai, Son Yen Hwan,
and Yan Won Sik.

The first chairman of the AKNC was Afanasiy
Kim. Over the years, the center was led by
people united by a strong passion to bring in
more enthusiasts and to constantly push the
organization forward, step by step elevating it
to new heights. Among them were A. Kim, V.
Chen, M. Hwan, V. Pak, 1. Lee, B. Shin, and
A. Shin. Each leader made their own valuable
contribution to the center’s development.

For many years, the AKNC was chaired by
Bronislav Shin — from 1995 to 2000 and again
from 2005 to 2022. His leadership was marked
by a modern, forward-looking approach that
significantly enhanced the center’s operations
and relevance.

In 2022, a new generation took the helm:
Andrey Shin, a Deputy of the 8th convocation of

the Maslikhat and President of the “Shin-Line”
group of companies, became the chairman. With
this generational shift came new directions and
fresh perspectives for the center.

Today, the Almaty Korean National Center
is the largest ethno-cultural organization in
Kazakhstan. It encompasses 31 active groups,
including a Council of elders, choirs, dance
ensembles, a chess club, taekwondo classes, a
youth sector, and more.

Every year, the AKNC organizes a wide range
of its own projects. The most prominent include:
Lunar New Year celebrations (Seollal), Korean
Culture Day, the K-POPSTAR.kz Festival,
International Day of Older Persons, and Victory
Day. In addition to its own events, the center
actively participates in initiatives organized
by the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan and
the city’s branch of the APK. These include
Language Day, roundtables, City Day, Nauryz
Meyram, and Unity Day, among others.

The leadership and members of the AKNC
continue to impress with their creativity, fresh
ideas, and musical and dance talents. Each new
project brings something unique and meaningful,
all while staying true to their core mission —
preserving the culture of the koryo-saram.
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The National cultural center “Choson’ was founded in the city
of Aktau in the fall of 1989. Its first chairman was Andrey Pak, a
distinguished financial expert of the Republic of Kazakhstan and
an honorary citizen of the city.

Since its inception, the center has played a key role in the
Republican Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan and has
been a committed participant in regional Assembly of People of
Kazakhstan initiatives and events.

The Korean community in Aktau actively organizes a variety
of public events at both the city and regional levels and takes part
in projects of various scopes. Some of the most notable include:
“Time, Events, People”; “Living Memory”, “For the Sake of
the Future”; “Remember and Never Forget”; and “A Nation’s
Health is the Country’s Wealth™.

Community members also participate in national taekwondo
tournaments and essay competitions such as “I Know the Kazakh
Language” and “My Homeland is Kazakhstan”, etc.

Each year, the ethno-cultural Association “Choson’ celebrates
both national and state holidays of Kazakhstan, along with
traditional Korean celebrations such as Lunar New Year (Seollal)
and the Harvest Festival (Chuseok). Charity work is a central part
of the Center’s mission. “Choson” supports the local orphanage,
maternity home, and nursing home, and contributes to tree-planting
campaigns and initiatives to assist schoolchildren, among other
efforts.

From 2006 to 2021, the center was led by Raisa Madenova
(Hwan). Under her leadership, the organization reached new
heights. Activists of this center became increasingly involved in
the region’s civic and social life, launching numerous educational
and cultural programs for students and schoolchildren.

Today, the center is headed by entrepreneur Oleg Lee, who
continues to guide “Choson” forward while actively contributing
to the public life of the city and the work of the national Association
of Koreans of Kazakhstan.
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The Association of Koreans in the Aktobe
Region was founded in the early 1990s on the
initiative of veterans of the Korean movement,
led by Moisey Kim. The center was officially
registered on July 22, 1992, with Kim serving
as its first chairman. In 1997, it became a
regional branch of the Association of Koreans
of Kazakhstan, and in 2018 it was reorganized
into an independent legal entity — the Public
Association ““Association of Koreans of the
Aktobe Region”. Today, the center is headed
by Yuri Shek. Although Koreans make up only
0.17% of the region’s population, many have
achieved significant professional success and
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have been recognized with state awards and
honorary titles.

A key part of the Association’s cultural
life is the vocal and dance ensemble Chinson,
established in 1995 and awarded the honorary
title of “People’s Ensemble” in 2008. Alongside
there are the groups DDfamily, Chinsonfamily,
and the children’s dance troupe Tansim. One
of Chinson’s soloists, Angelina Yugai, is now
a performer at the Republican State Academic
Korean Theater. Another important milestone
was the signing of MOU with Zhubanov Aktobe
University to open a local branch of the King
Sejong Institute.
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The Korean community movement in Atyrau
Region traces its roots back to 1991. At that
time, the organization was known as the Guryev
Association of the Korean Cultural Center. In
1994 it was renamed the Atyrau Cultural Center,
and since 2010 it has carried its current name,
“Thonil-Atyrau™.

The center’s first chair, appointed in 1994,
was Nadezhda Kim, a lecturer at the Guryev
Pedagogical Institute. Thanks to her initiative,
the first active members were brought together
and efforts to unite the local korean community
began. In 1996, the leadership passed to Maria
Utebayeva (Tsoy), under whose guidance the
center grew into one of the region’s leading ethno-
cultural organizations. In 2010 she was succeeded
by entrepreneur Vladimir Pak, and since 2014 the
Association has been headed by Lyudmila Lee.

Today, around 3,000 ethnic Koreans live in
the region. ““Thonil-Atyrau’ carries out large-
scale cultural, educational, and youth projects,
working actively with the Assembly of People
of Kazakhstan, government bodies, educational
institutions, and international partners. Its structure
includes a Council of elders, a mothers’ council,
a youth wing, the Samulnori-Atyrau ensemble,
dance and vocal groups, the Sarang choir, and
K-POP teams.

The center has initiated many projects that
gained recognition at the national level. Among
them are the Korean Language Festival held in
partnership with the Embassy of the Republic
of Korea, the conference “The Top of Success —
Transformation of Ideas’’, scholarly exchanges on
the study of the Kazakh and Korean languages,
national intellectual games, and the first K-POP

festival in western Kazakhstan. A landmark cultural
event was the unveiling of a commemorative
monument in the village of Beybarys, dedicated
to the Kazakh people’s generosity and support.
These and many other initiatives have become
true bridges connecting ethnic groups, generations,
and regions.

Looking ahead, the Association is focused
on expanding its media presence, strengthening
partnerships, and energizing its business clubs.
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In September 1989, the first Regional Korean
Cultural Center was established in Karaganda, and by
December of that year, it had been officially registered.
Since its founding, the Association has been led by
Lilia Kim.

The Center’s very first large-scale event was the Day
of Korean Culture. In 1990, activists of the Cultural
Center, together with director Veniamin Kim, organized
a festive concert in the city’s Central Park of Culture
and Leisure, featuring the Arirang ensemble of the
Korean Theater. The celebration brought together active
members of the korean community in the city.

Over the past 35 years, the Ethno-Cultural
Association of Koreans in the Karaganda Region
has established itself as one of the most dynamic and
prominent branches of the Association of Koreans of
Kazakhstan. Since 1990, it has fostered creative groups
under the People’s Ensemble Mugunghwa, including
the dance troupe Kippum and the samulnori percussion
group Sayon. That same year, a Veterans’ Choir was
formed. For many years, its members performed at
city concerts and center events. Today, these honorary
veterans are welcomed guests and cherished audience
members at every cultural projects.

Through close cooperation with the Association of
Koreans of Kazakhstan, as well as with the Embassy and
Consulate General of the Republic of Korea, dancers
and samulnori performers have had opportunities
to train both in South Korea and in Almaty, honing
their artistic skills. A K-POP group from the center
regularly competes in contests and festivals dedicated
to contemporary korean culture.

The Center plays an active role in citywide cultural
events and in projects of the Regional Assembly of
People of Kazakhstan, contributing to celebrations
of national and state holidays such as Nauryz, Unity
Day, Victory Day, Independence Day, Capital Day,
and others.

Signature events include the annual Kimchi Festival,
the children’s festival “In the Word We — a Hundred
Thousand 1’s”, youth gatherings, the Hanbok Party
traditional costume show, as well as Korean holidays
such as Seollal, Chuseok, and Hansik.

Branches of the Karaganda Center have been
established in Temirtau, Shakhtinsk, Saran, and
the Abay district, where charitable and educational
programs are regularly held with the participation of
the center’s activists.

In June 2025, a new branch was opened in Balkhash.
For the first time in many years, the Korean Center
organized a Korean Culture Day for the city’s residents
and guests, marking its reopening. The Balkhash
branch is headed by Alexander Tsai, offering everyone
interested in korean culture an opportunity to engage
with it more closely.
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The korean community movement in Kokshetau
traces its origins back to August 1990, when the
regional Society of Korean Culture was established
in Akmola Region. Among its founders were Nikolai
Tsoy, General Director of the Kokshetau Poultry
Association; Moisey Chzhen, Agricultural Advisor;
and Yengen Khegai, honored kickboxing coach of
Kazakhstan.

The Society’s first chairman was Nikolai Tsoy.
From 1999, for 15 years, the Association was headed
by Moisey Chzhen. In 2015, it was officially re-
registered under a new — the Korean Cultural Center
“Chinson,” with Lyudmila Lim elected as its chair that
same year. She led the center until 2022, after that Olga
Lyan became chair in December 2022.

According to statistics, around 1,500 Koreans live
in Akmola Region, including 330 people in Kokshetau
—though in practice the active number is closer to 170.
Despite its small size, the community plays a vibrant
role in the region’s public life, carrying out cultural
and educational initiatives.

Notable projects include korean language courses
offered through the Shanyrak school, established
in 2009; participation in the national competition
“Young Leader”; charity drives for the Day of the
Elderly; and cultural programs marking national and
state holidays. In recent years, the center has also
signed memorandums of cooperation with Shokan
Ualikhanov University and Abai Myrzakhmetov
University to strengthen partnerships with Korean
universities, and has taken part in traveling educational
programs and the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan’s
“Tulgatanu” project.

The center is home to the dance group Miso,
formed in 2022 from students of the korean
language school, as well as the traditional percussion
ensemble Samulnori.
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The regional branch of the Association of
Koreans of Kazakhstan in Almaty Region was
established on the initiative of Bronislav Shin,
former chairman of the Almaty Korean National
Center. He proposed bringing together Korean
organizations from the districts surrounding
Almaty to make cooperation with the Almaty
National Center more convenient. The regional
association was headed by Robert Tsoy, who also
served as Deputy chairman of the Center.

After the creation of Zhetysu Region and
the administrative division, the organization
was renamed the Ethnocultural Association
of Koreans in Almaty Region, with Konaev
(formerly Kapshagai) as its center.

The Korean cultural association in Konaev
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was successively led by Irina Tsoy (1998-2010),
Nelly Lee (until 2011), and Nina Yem (2011-
2013). Since 2013, the chair has been held by
Galina Kim.

The center’s key priorities include preserving
the korean language and traditions, and carrying
out cultural and educational work with people of
different generations. In 2013, a korean language
school was launched.

For the older generation, the Noin Tehak
University for Seniors was opened, giving
participants the opportunity to take part in a
cultural trip to their historic homeland. Each
year, with the support of the National Center,
the Association also organizes the celebration
of Dano and a Kimchi festival.
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The Kostanay Regional Center of Soviet Koreans “Yon
Kodi,” now known as the Ethnocultural Association of Koreans
in Kostanay Region, was established in February 1990. Its
founding members included K.B. Kan, V.A. Kim, L.M. Kim,
L.M. Nam, V.A. Kim, G.A. Ogai, A.G. Kim, and N.P. Kim. The
first chairman was Valery Tskhai. From the very beginning, the
activists were deeply concerned about preserving their native
language, culture, and traditions in the region.

From its earliest days, the Center became an active branch of
the Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan and later of the regional
Assembly of People of Kazakhstan. It has been developing
cultural, educational, and charitable initiatives, reaching people
of all ages — from children to the older generation.

Over the years, the Korean Ethnocultural Center has organized
dozens of large-scale events, including Korean culture festivals,
traditional crafts workshops, film screenings, and exhibitions. Its
activists also take part in charitable projects and humanitarian
campaigns together with other ethnocultural associations of the
region.

In October 2022, a memorial to the victims of the 1937 mass
political repressions was inaugurated — a deeply significant
event for the local rorean community. Honoring the memory of
ancestors deported from the Russian Far East remains crucial to
the center’s mission. Thanks to the activists, the city also saw
the creation of the “Alley of Friendship” —a symbol of unity and
mutual support among peoples.

This year, the Center came under the leadership of
entrepreneur Roman Kim, who succeeded Ulyana Kim. Roman
Kim is a second-generation activist of the center: in 2014, his
father, Igor Kim, served as chairman for six years and continues
to support the organization’s work to this day.

With every passing year, the center broadens the scope of its
initiatives, strengthens ties with local and national institutions,
and inspires more and more young people to take an active role
in community life.
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On October 28, 1989, one of the first regional
Korean associations in Kazakhstan was established
in Kyzylorda. Its founding chairman was Yevgeny
Khan, editor-in-chief of the newspaper Lenin’s Path.
At his initiative, weekend schools for learning the
korean language were opened in the city, as well as
groups in five schools and two kindergartens to help
preserve the language among children.

The Association of Koreans in Kyzylorda Region
has been an active participant in cultural and public
events marking both state and national holidays
of Kazakhstan. These include the celebrations of
Nauryz, Independence Day, Victory Day, and the Day
of Unity of the People of Kazakhstan. In addition, the
center annually organizes exhibitions and campaigns
honoring Korean independence fighters Hong Beom-
do and Gye Bong-woo, as well as korean language
competitions, chess tournaments, and other events.

The organization works closely with the Consulate
General and the Embassy of the Republic of Korea,
carrying out many meaningful and historically
significant projects together.

Kyzylorda holds a special place in the history
of koreans in Kazakhstan. Many foreign visitors,
including guests from South Korea, come here to
learn more about the everyday lives of koryo-saram.
The Association warmly welcomes these visitors,
offering cultural programs and artistic performances.

The center is home to the Tanulim Studio of
Traditional Korean Arts, a samulnori percussion
group, and the senior vocal ensemble Halmoni. These
groups regularly delight audiences with new dances,
songs, and performances.

Today, the Association of Koreans in Kyzylorda
Region is led by Elena An.
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The history of the korean community in Pavlodar
dates back to 1993, when the Pavlodar Korean
Cultural Center was officially registered. Its first
leader was Lev Lee, head of the design bureau at
the Pavlodar Tractor Plant.

In 1995, the center joined the regional Assembly
of People of Kazakhstan, and in 1997 it was
reorganized as a branch of the Association of
Koreans of Kazakhstan in Pavlodar Region. Today it
is known as the Association of Koreans of Pavlodar
Region “Somang.”

Since 2021, the center has been headed by
Lyudmila Pak.

Every year, the Pavlodar center hosts a number
of large cultural events. Among the most notable are
Lunar New Year (Seollal), Pepero Day, the “In One
Family” ethnofestival, and Hangul Day celebrating
Korean writing, along with many others.

Beyond its own projects, the Association is
actively involved in the city’s cultural life and
collaborates with educational institutions. For
schoolchildren and students, it regularly organizes
training sessions, workshops, masterclasses, history
lessons, and concert programs for significant
occasions. Through these activities, young people
deepen their knowledge of korean history and
culture and become engaged in community life.

In 2000, a youth branch was established at
the center. Its members participate in volunteer
initiatives, regional youth programs such as
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Assembly Zhastary, and nationwide youth
movements.

The Pavlodar Korean Association also works
closely with the Embassy of the Republic of
Korea, the Korean Cultural Center, the Consulate
General of the Republic of Korea in Almaty, and
the Education Center at the Embassy. Thanks to
this cooperation, the center has been able to provide
advanced training for korean language teachers, as
well as participate in cultural events, educational
seminars, excursions, competitions, and youth
leadership programs.
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In 1992, the first Korean Cultural Center was
established in North Kazakhstan region. The
initiative came from Felix Sim, who also became its
first chairman. He succeeded in uniting the korean
community of Petropavlovsk and laying a strong
foundation for the center’s future activities.

In 1999, Felix Sim passed leadership to Yevgeny
Khan, who made a significant contribution not only
to the development of the Korean center, but also
to the social life of the entire region. Under his
leadership, the organization launched the Korean
Youth Movement of North Kazakhstan, as well as
a korean language class that remains popular to
this day among both local koreans and residents of
Petropavlovsk interested in korean culture.

Thanks to close cooperation with the Association
of Koreans of Kazakhstan and the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea, the center has all the resources it
needs for active and productive work.

In May 2019, the regional branch of the Association
of Koreans of Kazakhstan was reorganized into the
Public Association “HANGUG QAZAQSTAN".
Its chairman was elected Alexey Khan. The new
structure fully inherited the responsibilities of the
branch and became part of the Association of Koreans
of Kazakhstan.

Although the korean community in Petropavlovsk
is small and the center’s active team numbers only
five people, this has not stopped them from operating
at a high level, organizing meaningful events, and
taking an active part in the work of the Association
of Koreans of Kazakhstan and the regional Assembly
of People of Kazakhstan.

“HANGUG QAZAQSTAN” does not have its
own performing ensemble but collaborates with two
city dance groups that include korean dances in their
repertoire.
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The history of the korean public
movement in Zhetysu Region dates
back to August 1991, when a conference
of Korean community representatives
was held in Taldykorgan. As a result,
Valentina In was elected Chairperson
of the Taldykorgan Regional Korean
Cultural Center. Korean cultural centers
were also established in the cities of
Taldykorgan and Tekeli, as well as in
the Karatal and Koksu districts.

In 1995, the centers of the region
united to form the Taldykorgan regional
branch of the Association of Koreans
of Kazakhstan. Since 2002, the branch
has been headed by Vladimir Lee, PhD
in Agricultural Sciences and Director
of Shygys-Karatal LLP. In 2018, the
branch was reorganized into the Public
Association “Korean Ethnocultural
Association of Almaty Region,” and in
June 2022, following the establishment
of the new Zhetysu Region, it was
renamed the “Korean Ethnocultural
Association of Zhetysu Region.” Its
structure includes branches in the city
of Tekeli as well as in the Yeskeldy and
Koksu districts.

Key projects include the opening in
May 2012 of the monument of gratitude
to the Kazakh people, “A thousand
Gratitudes to the Kazakh people”
(Kazak xankplHa MBIH aiFbIc), in the
village of Bastobe, Karatal District
— the first point of deportation of
koreans to Kazakhstan. Other important
initiatives include long-term medical
cooperation with Hyundai Clinic (since
2017); renovation of houses for low-
income families in partnership with the
FriendAsia Foundation (2016-2019);
the opening of an IT class and co-
working center, KT ACADEMY, in
2024 with the support of South Korean
companies KT and UCC; as well as
MOUs with the Charm Good Nanum
Foundation (dentistry, 2024) and
Heritage of the Diaspora (gasification,
2024).

The Association includes the
Achimnoul korean song and dance folk
ensemble, the Zori Zhetysu Ensemble,
the Noin Dan senior citizens’ society,
and the Sebek Isyl youth center (since
2002).
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ybiMaacTeiFs (LLIKO KK) 1990 sxpumrst 25 sxenToKcaH a
OcKeMeH KaJlachIH/Ia OHIP/IET KopeH »KYPTIIBUIBEFbIHBIH
OacTamachbIMeH KYPbUIIbl. ¥ IbIMHBIH HET131H KaJlayIiibl-
TapabiH Oipi — aybUl MIApYaIIbUIBIFBI FHUIBIMIAPBIHBIH
KaHMIATI, IOTIEHT, KoFaM Kariparkepi Hukudop Cepre-
erd Kan 6011161 OHBIH YKETEKITIUTINMEH KayBIMIACTHIK
1990 xpurnan 2003 sxpUrFa JEHiH JaMBITT OTBIPIIBL.

2003 >xpurmaH Oacramn KaybIMIIACTHIKTEI EBreHwuii
AnexceeBnd AH Oackapzpl, ai 2004 KbUTbl TOPAFaIbIK
KbI3MeTiH Astexcelt Muxaiinosuy JIu arkapyisl. 2014 5xbut-
nax 2019 sxbutra IeiiH KaybIMIACTIK TOpaitbIMb! FOmmis
BstaecnaBosna Kyner (Kan) 6ommer. Kasipri yakerrra
yiibMael ApceH Briammvmposiy Ten O6ackapasibl.

2004 >KbLIbI a3 KAMTBUTFaH 0TOAChUIAP/IAH IIIBIKKAH
eTiM Oananap 6intiM anarbiH «KBancon» Kazakcran-ko-
pevi komutepki ambuiibl. 2013 5KbUTbl OCKEMEHIET] T-
Hoaybutaa Kopeit yifi canmpianel. CoHmai-ak, MOJICHUET
CaJIaChIH/IaFbl MaHBI3/IBI YKETICTIKTEPIIH Oipi — IIBIFap-
MaIlIbUTBIK, YKbIMAAP/BIH KYPhUTYbl. ATan alTKaH/a,
«Topagm» ancamb6ii, «/HCaHOpE» BOKAIIBIK TOOBI,
Cewmeii xanaceiaaars! «KorHadom» («Kebenekrepy) ou
arcamOi. 2023 sxbuiman Oacran «Camyimiopw» Oapa-
OaHMIBITAp aHCAMOITI JKYMBIC iCTelTi, COHBIMEH KaTap
difeniep/ieH KypaiFaH « XaHbUTb» 01 TOOBI 11a Oap.

2018 sxbutel Cemert kanacbinaa [sreic KazakcTan
OOJIBICHI KOpEHIIep KaybIMIACThIFBIHBIH KAIAIBIK (DU-
JHATBI ambUIIbl. byran netiin, 1995 xpuinan Gacran
Kanaga mepOec ITHOMOIICHH OipJIeCTIK KYMBIC icTereH
OomareiH. Ouamanaby amelTysl Cemelineri kopei
KaybIMJIACTHIFBIHBIH OHIp MEH eJJIiH MOJCHH eMipiHe
OeJICeH 1l KaThICYBIHA YKOJT allThL.

The Association of Koreans in East
Kazakhstan Region was founded on December
25, 1990, in Ust-Kamenogorsk at the initiative
of the local korean community. At its origins
stood Nikifor Kan, Candidate of Agricultural
Sciences, associate professor, and public
figure, who led the organization from 1990
to 2003.

In 2003, the Association was headed by
Yevgeny An, followed by Alexey Lee in 2004.
From 2014 to 2019, the chairperson was Yulia
Kunst (Kan). Today, the Association is led by
Arsen Ten.

In 2004, the Kazakhstan—Korea College
Kwanson was established, providing education
for orphans and children from low-income
families. In 2013, the Korean House was built
in the ethnovillage of Ust-Kamenogorsk.
The Association has also made a significant
cultural contribution through the creation
of artistic groups: the Toradi ensemble, the
vocal group Insanore, and the dance ensemble
Kotnabi (Butterflies) in Semey. Since 2023, the
drumming ensemble Samullori has been active,
along with the women’s dance group Haneul.

In 2018, a city branch of the Association
was opened in Semey. Earlier, since 1995, the
city had its own independent ethnocultural
association. The establishment of the branch
made it possible to strengthen the participation
of Semey’s korean community in the cultural
life of the region and the country.
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In 1989, the Korean Cultural Center was
established in Shymkent, in the south of
Kazakhstan. The initiative came from local
koryo saram activists, including V.N. Pak, V.V.
Lee, M.I. Omarova, V.S. Kim, Ch.P. Lee, V.E.
Tsoi, P.M. Khan, A.N. Lifanchen, N.T. Tsoi, and
others. Vladimir Kim was elected as the first
chairman.

In its early years, the center launched the
newspaper New Patrol, edited by Vladimir Lee,
a correspondent for kazakh television in the
Shymkent region. Alongside the newspaper,
korean language courses were opened for the
public, and the folklore ensemble Moranbon was
created. At that time, more than 11,000 koreans
lived in the South Kazakhstan region (now
Turkestan region). Many were labor veterans,
honored doctors and teachers, agronomists,
and builders. The Korean Cultural Center in
Shymkent quickly became a strong link in both
the Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan and
the regional Assembly of People of Kazakhstan.

Over the years, the center has regularly hosted
major cultural events such as Korean Culture
Day, the Lunar New Year Seollal, Chuseok, art
exhibitions, and traditional crafts workshops.
Shymkent branch has also been an active
participant in projects of both the regional APK

and the Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan.

In 2018, the llsam Business Club was
established under the Association of Koreans
in South Kazakhstan, initiated by entrepreneurs
Evgeny Khvan and Dmitry Kim. Evgeny Khvan
became its first chairman. In a short time, the
business community of South Kazakhstan
actively proved itself, including through support
for initiatives of the korean public movement.
Today, the club is headed by Yuri Kim.

The center also works closely with universities
in Shymkent, helping to develop academic and
cultural programs. This collaboration includes
special lectures and seminars on korean history
and culture. With the support of the Embassy of
the Republic of Korea in Kazakhstan, the King
Sejong Institute for Korean Language Studies
was opened at M. Auezov South Kazakhstan
State University, making the korean language
more accessible to local residents.

Since 2023, the Association of Koreans in
South Kazakhstan has been headed by Yuri Pan.
In 2025, he was appointed Deputy Chairman
of the Assemble of People of Kazakhstan in
Shymkent.

Today, the center continues to grow, evolve,
and contribute to the common cause of preserving
culture and strengthening community ties.
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The history of the Korean cultural center in
Zhambyl region began on January 27, 1990,
with a founding conference in Taraz, where the
decision was made to establish an ethnocultural
center. Candidate of Chemical Sciences and
teacher Oktyabrina Khan was elected as its first
chairperson.

In 1997, the center was headed by Hong
G.S., followed in 1998 by Mun Z.N. Alongside
the activities of the Zhambyl Regional Korean
Cultural Center “Koryo™, the Taraz branch of
the Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan was
established and officially registered in June
1999. Its first chairman was Lavrenty Kan,
who in 2003 also became the head of the united
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structure after the merger of the Taraz branch
with the “Koryo™ center. Under his leadership,
the organization expanded its activities and
strengthened cooperation with government and
public institutions.

Among the center’s key initiatives are the
celebration of traditional holidays and cultural
programs, including annual Ethnic Day
concerts, Chuseok and Seollal celebrations,
the Korean Culture Festival, and the Korean
Movie Festival.

The organization also includes the Hwarang
youth movement, the Arirang dance group,
korean language courses, amateur art clubs, and
a museum ethnographic exhibition.
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The Korean Cultural Center was founded in
1990 in Uralsk, the capital of West Kazakhstan
Region. Its first members included 38 activists
committed to preserving the history and
culture of the koryo saram. The center’s first
chairman was Aris Kim.

For many years, the center operated under
the umbrella of the regional Assembly of
People of Kazakhstan and the Association of
Koreans of Kazakhstan, actively participating
in city projects, events, and joint initiatives
with other ethnocultural associations in the
region.

In 2018, the Korean Cultural Center was
reorganized as the West Kazakhstan branch
of the Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan,
and later became the Korean Ethnocultural
Association of West Kazakhstan Region.

Today, the Association regularly takes part
in annual friendship festivals and concert
programs dedicated to national and state
holidays. Its members also organize their
own traditional events each year, including
Lunar New Year (Seollal), Dano, Chuseok,
and others.

Since March 2021, the Center has been
led by Bela Tyu. Under her leadership, the
Association has seen a generational renewal
that has brought fresh energy to its activities.
She has successfully engaged both dynamic
young enthusiasts and experienced community
members. The youth wing, headed by Lev
Kim, has also become more active under his
guidance.

The Korean Ethnocultural Association of
West Kazakhstan Region is highly respected
by local authorities and fellow ethnocultural
organizations. Within the AKK, it is recognized
for its strong engagement and dedicated work.
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Koryo Ilbo (translated from korean as
“Korean Daily”) is a republican newspaper
published in Korean, Russian, and Kazakh.
It covers public, political, economic, social,
and cultural aspects of the life of Koreans in
Kazakhstan, as well as issues related to the
Korean Peninsula and the korean diaspora
abroad. The publication is the oldest korean
newspaper in the world outside the Korean
Peninsula and celebrated its 100th anniversary
in 2023.

The newspaper was founded in 1923 in the
Russian Far East. Its original title was Senbon
(“Vanguard”). After the deportation of koreans
from the Far East, the newspaper was reissued
in Kyzylorda on May 15, 1938, under the name
Lenin Kichi (“Lenin’s Banner”). At first, it was
the regional newspaper of Kyzylorda region,

and in 1954 it became republican. Since 1978
it has been published in Almaty, and in 1991 it
received its current name.

At different stages of history, the newspaper
served as the voice of the anti-japanese
movement, stayed with the people during
deportation, was reborn on the hospitable
Kazakh land, and remained necessary during
Kazakhstan’s path to independence.

Today it is a fully developed media group,
keeping pace with the times and actively
using modern technologies, digital platforms,
and social networks to promote the culture
of koreans in Kazakhstan and to expand its
readership.

Koryo Ilbo continues to stand with its people,
remaining in demand and an integral part of
Kazakhstan’s multifaceted information space.
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The Korean Traveling Theater was founded
in 1932 in the Russian Far East, emerging from
amateur drama circles in korean community
clubs. At the time, it was the first — and the only
— Korean theater in the world outside the Korean
Peninsula.

After the forced deportation of koreans in 1937,
part of the troupe of the Far Eastern Regional
Korean Theater was relocated to Kyzylorda, while
another part settled in Tashkent. In 1942, by decision
of the Kazakh Council of People’s Commissars, the
theater was transferred from Kyzylorda to the Ush-
Tobe station in the Karatal district of Taldy-Korgan
region “to ensure a reliable audience base and
normal working conditions.” It was then renamed
the Taldy-Korgan Regional Korean Musical Drama
Theater. On May 30, 1959, a decree of the Council
of Ministers of the Kazakh SSR moved the theater
back to Kyzylorda. In 1968, the troupe relocated
once more — this time to Almaty — where it became
the Republican Korean Theater of Musical Comedy.
In 2017, the theater was awarded the honorary status
of “Academic.”

In 2022, the theater celebrated its 90th
anniversary. Over the decades, it has staged more
than 270 plays and concert programs. Its repertoire
is built around national korean drama, as well as
works by Kazakhstani and international playwrights.
Performances are held in three languages: Kazakh,
Russian, and Korean.

The Korean Theater brings together the full
range of korean performing arts: the Samulnori
folklore and ethnographic ensemble, a ballet troupe

of korean dance, vocal soloists, and at its heart — the
dramatic company. The theater’s artists have earned
acclaim at international theater festivals in South
Korea, Germany, the United Kingdom, Turkiye,
Russia, Kyrgyzstan, and many other countries near
and far.

Five of the theater’s performers have been
awarded the title “People’s Artist,” ten have been
named “Honored Art Workers,” three hold the title
“Honored Worker of the Republic of Kazakhstan,”
and sixteen are recognized as “Honored Artists.”
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The Youth Movement under the Association of
Koreans of Kazakhstan was founded on June 28,
1998, with the support of the Association Chairman
Yuri Tskhay. Its first chairman was Valery Tin.

The core mission of the movement is to create
opportunities for talented young people and to
support youth initiatives. From the very beginning,
it has focused on fostering civic responsibility,
leadership, and cultural identity among young
koreans of Kazakhstan.

The organization actively participates in major
national and citywide projects. Some of the most
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notable events for its members have been the
“Young Leader” competition, K-POPSTAR.KZ,
the celebration of Seollal (Lunar New Year), and
intellectual contests such as “Me and Korea’ and
“Our Kazakhstan™.

Today, the Youth Movement is represented in 16
regions of the country, including Astana, Almaty,
Karaganda, Shymkent, and others. Altogether, it
unites more than 1,000 active members, around
240 of whom are also part of Assembly Zhastary
(the youth wing of the Assembly of People of
Kazakhstan).
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In July 2022, the DANHAB Business Club was
established in Almaty, bringing together entrepreneurs
from medium-sized and large businesses. The
initiative came from Sergey Khegay, who also
became the club’s first chairman.

DANHAB'’s members aim to build a strong,
unified platform for networking and for nurturing
potential leaders capable of guiding their teams to
new heights.
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The club runs projects that emphasize social
responsibility, community development, and a
stronger business environment. Among them
are the K-CAMP summer camp, charitable and
environmental initiatives, and participation in the
K-PARK project.

Today, DANHAB is led by entrepreneur
Konstantin Kim.
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The Business Club of the Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan is a community of korean
entrepreneurs established to build business connections, share experience, and foster joint
development. Its main purpose is to create a unified platform for communication, collaboration, and
support of new business initiatives within the korean community of Kazakhstan.

The club is built on principles of trust, mutual assistance, and equality, bringing together
representatives of different generations and regions. It regularly organizes forums, networking
events, and training programs, while also promoting partnerships with international organizations,
including through the Union of Korean Business Clubs in the CIS.

As part of the Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan, the Business Club is open to new members
who are committed to professional growth and to preserving their cultural heritage.
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The Scientific and Technical Society Kahak
was founded in 1991 on the initiative of a group
of korean scholars in Kazakhstan — I.T. Pak,
V.M. Kan, M.A. Pak, S.V. Tsoi, E.I. Tsoi, and
V.K. Yu — with the support of the Association of
Koreans of Kazakhstan. Since 2014, the society
has been led by Grigory Mun. Today, Kahak
brings together more than 500 researchers and
professionals, including doctors of science,
PhDs, academicians, and recipients of state
awards.

The society’s work is focused on advancing
science and education. It organizes academic
seminars and conferences, carries out research
and applied projects, and supports publishing
initiatives. Kahak issues a scholarly journal,
publishes encyclopedias and monographs, and
facilitates internships and youth participation in
international forums. It is also a member of the
international federation KOFST, headquartered
in Seoul, and actively collaborates with research
institutions in the Republic of Korea.
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The governance of the Association of Koreans of Kazakhstan
is based on the principles of collegiality and representation, and
includes several key bodies:

The Board of Trustees — a strategic body of up to 10 members, composed of
respected representatives of the korean community in Kazakhstan. The Board
contributes to shaping the Association’s long-term strategies and development
concepts, reviews event plans, nominates candidates for the presidency, and
considers applications for membership.

The Council of Elders —an advisory body elected by the Association’s congress
for a five-year term. It also consists of no more than 10 members. The Council
brings together highly regarded figures of the korean community and plays an
important role in discussing the Association’s key issues.

The Executive Board — the Association’s main executive body, which includes
heads of regional branches, representatives of the korean community, the
president, vice-presidents, and the chair of the Council of Elders. The Board is
responsible forimplementing strategies and programs, approving members of the
Presidium, creating analytical and expert units, and coordinating the Association’s
activities. Plenary sessions of the Board are held at least once a year.

The Presidium - formed by the Executive Board to ensure the Association’s
day-to-day operations. It develops proposals on key areas of activity and
manages current affairs. The Presidium and the Executive Board are chaired by
the President of the Association.
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